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‘Bringing faith and education together’

‘Letting our light shine’ (Matthew 5:16)

Welcome back to school and to 2025! | shared on Class Dojo at the start of the week some of
the exciting things in the pipeline so today we can enjoy them.

Sport featured highly on this week’s agenda. We had our first competitive netball matches of
2025 held at Knole Academy where our amazing team secured two magnificent wins. Every girl
played so well and there were amazing goals being scored. These were their first wins of the season
so | am very proud of their resilience to keep training and developing their skills so they could enjoy
this moment!

Mr Godoy, from St Michael’s, is joining us on Tuesdays to support his school’s outreach
commitment. This term he is leading PE for Year 1 (Beech) and Year 5 (Hazel). When he left this
week, he said he was looking forward to coming back next week, as the children took part really
well and were very polite.

Today we saw the return for Forest School for Year 6 (Sycamore) and swimming at White Oak
for Year 5 (Hazel). Both of these are important to developing life skills and at St George’s believe
they are valuable to supplement our teaching curriculum for our children. Another important life
skill is riding a bike! I have enjoyed watching 16 Year 6 children this week take part in Bikeability.
Their confidence riding was evident, but after three days of teaching with the experts, they’'ve
learnt how to ride safely and competently on the road. Well done to each of them!

Temperatures took a dive this week and there has been a lot of talk of snow. Whilst
Wednesday evening/night bought some flurries, it wasn’t enough for us to enjoy some fun in on this
occasion. If there is more due later in the year and potential to affect school opening, you will be
informed as early as possible, on the day, via Class Dojo and/or Teachers2Parents. The first day of a
closure for snow we would encourage you to enjoy the fun of it. After this remote learning will be
set via Class Dojo.

The chill in the air has prompted children to arrive in school with warm coats, hats and gloves
— but it certainly didn’t put off Year 2 (Maple Class) and Year 3 (Cedar Class) from being very excited
about their trip to Wingham Wildlife today. Watch out next week for the children’s ‘WOW’
moments!
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Attendance is important and our aim
is to achieve above 96%.

Whole school attendance this year so
faris 95.1%

Attendance this week:
Oak (Year R): 90.4 %
Beech (Year 1): 97.5%
Maple (Year 2): 91.7%
Cedar (Year 3): 97.8%
Willow (Year 4): 95.0%
Hazel (Year 5): 95.2%

Sycamore (Year 6): 100%

Congratulations to:
SYCAMORE CLASS
You are the highest attenders in the
first week of 2025!

For unexpected absence eg illness for example, please call and
speak to the school office before 9.30am so absence can be
recorded accurately.

If they have an appointment during the school day you MUST
provide evidence of an appointment.

Any other absence must be requested using our absence request
form. This can be found through this link:

https://forms.gle/3dVUrxXZt9v5REKR9
Watch out for Mr Jones’ Newsletter

around Attendance & Well Being -
coming soon!

Dojo Points Winning House for this week:

This week our Year 6 class (Sycamore) have inspired
other classes in the school to learn about British Values.
They have focused on the value of **** and what this
means to them. They wrote some very personal and
emotional poems; some being shared in our VIP Worship
(Values In Practice) today. Here is one for you to enjoy...

Tuesday 7th January 2025

Individual Liberty Poem - By Noah Warwick-
Cottrell

Freedom is finding something that makes you happy
and finding yourself.

Freedom is being active and enjoying yourself.
Freedom is chasing your dreams and not letting
anything stop you.

Freedom is being able to travel and spend time with
your family.

Freedom is choosing right or wrong.

Freedom is having the courage to stand up for
yourself.

Freedom is finding the right place to relax and chill.
Freedom is having a laugh with you friends and
family.

Freedom is being able to let go and walk away.
Freedom is going out to explore and be one with
nature.

Freedom is to walk away and tell a teacher about a
bully.

Freedom is being able to exercise and be yourself.
Freedom is gaming with your friends.

Freedom makes me happy in all I do.

‘Letting Your Light Shine’

(Matthew 5:16)

This part of our newsletter highlights people connected to
our school who fulfill our school vision, this week that

honour goes to...

Our netball team who secured TWO fantastic
back to back wins this week: 11-1 and 5-0!
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Bringing faith and education
together

Our week in pictures...
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possible chance of success in life.
i your child is of compuisory school age and
regisierad ot a school, but absent withoul geod
reason, the school may choose 1o unsuthorise
any of those days This could result in the
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absant, including:
= Afine (known as a penalty notice)*
= Attendance Prosecution through the
Courts which could lead to
of up to £1,000 or a parenting
order being issued.
= An Education ion Order (ESO)
through the F. Courts.

*Your child's school may apply for the counal 1o
ssue 3 penalty nolice 1o you if:

= Youw chid goes on hofiday without the
headt=acher's

Too il to attend school?

Chidren can aflend school with minor

siments (toothache, headache, stomach ache,

cold, sore throat).

H you are ursure how long your child should be

absent with an iliness speak with your chid's

school, GP or pharmacist for advics.

Medical Appointments

All roufine appoiriments should be booked

outside school mvwdwsudndnwy

requuuq'nd ‘medical evidence' (e.g. copy of
a prescription, medicine with a label

or appontment card). Iif you are unable fo do

50 the schodl might unauthorise the absance.

SVERY DAY GOUNTS

Persistent and Severe Absence
Any child with attendance of 90% or below

regardiess of the reason for absances) s
E:msicbmdlobeapers’denlmmbeby%we
gavernment. This equates to 2 days off school
each month. Do you know what your child's
attendance mage is? child with
atlendance of 50% or below is as a
severe absentee.

M your child is persistently or severely absent
the =chool a with fo
it out whal e caeing s and

or referrals to services such as Early Help.

Reporting Absences

It is your responsbilty to nolify school if your
child will be absent and should do this every day
until they retum. If you do not respond or school
lhdumhaﬂmdﬂabvlﬂ
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Punctuality
Aeriving late to schodi is urmeltiing for your
chid and can be disruptive 1o their teacher and




