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‘Bringing faith and education together’

‘Letting our light shine’ (Matthew 5:16)

I’m sure I’'m not alone in thinking that January seems to be such a loooooong month but as of today
we have reached the half way point of this term already! We're still experiencing dark mornings, early
nights, rain and high winds but that still doesn’t put a dampener on us! In one of my worships this term |
spoke about our focus school value of the term — kindness. | asked the children ways in which we show
kindness towards one another and one of the things they said was to ‘smile and encourage each other’ and
another ‘make someone laugh’. This week there are two photos I'd love to share that capture these; one is
of our parents who came to support at one of our sporting events this week and the other just captured that
perfect moment in time in Oak Class.

There has also been more sporting success this week. Our school netball team winning another two
games this week, 7-0 against Halsted Primary and a 5-3 win against Churchill. Great parent support at this
event as well as seeing some ex-pupils popping over to say hello. | take great pride in seeing past pupils and
how they are flourishing in their secondary schools! Whilst we didn’t win Water Polo how proud | was
watching these children experience a new sport which was really hard work — | was exhausted watching
them! They played six games and comfortably won three of them and missed out on 3™ place in a close
match against Amhurst Primary losing 5-3. Every child played brilliantly and a coach from Sevenoaks School
spoke to them personally to comment on how well they’d played as a team and snuck in a few coaching tips
for us. Thank you to our watching spectators (seen above) who continuously praised, clapped and cheered
their way through the games!

In school this week we have seen some great science lessons from looking at skeletons and locating
bone in our bodies, understanding structure of the Earth and movement of tectonic plates, exploring
weather and using science equipment. The children have also started to develop their understanding of
what aspect of science they are learning about — biologist, meteorologist, chemist, geologist....
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Attendance is important and our aim || Times Tables Rockstars this week:
is to achieve above 96%. X
Maple (Year 2): Lola

Whole school attendance this year so

far is 95.3% Cedar (Year 3): Maggie
Attendance this week: Willow (Year 4): Dexter

Oak (Year R): 97.2% Hazel (Year 5): Kaiden
Beech (Year 1): 97.5% Sycamore (Year 6): Dino

Maple (Year 2): 96.0%

Dojo Points Winning House for this week:

St. Patrick’s

Cedar (Year 3): 99.3%

Willow (Year 4): 92.7%

Hazel (Year 5): 96.2% ‘Letting Your Light Shine’
(Matthew 5:16)

Sycamore (Year 6): 98.9%

This corner on our newsletter highlights people
connected to our school who fulfill our school vision,

Congratulations to: this week that honour goes to...

CEDAR CLASS
You are the highest attenders this The children in Year 6 for their gymnastics
week of 2025 development and a special mention to Tommy in

, Year 6 for perfecting his handstand!
For unexpected absence eg illness for example, please call

and speak to the school office before 9.30am so absence
can be recorded accurately.

If they have an appointment during the school day you
MUST provide evidence of an appointment.

Any other absence must be requested using our absence
request form. This can be found through this link:

https://forms.gle/3dVUrxXZt9v5REKR9

School Governors

Every one of our school governors has been in school this week. This includes our two
newest Governors; Mr Shahin Ghazi-Noory and Mrs Fleur Blok.
The Governors role is to ensure they challenge the work we do within school to help
us aspire to be an ‘outstanding’ once more.

This week they have focused on Attendance, Early Years Development, SEND and
Pupil Premium, as well as completing a Teaching & Learning walk across Year 1 to
Year 6, talking to pupils & looking at their books.

Thank you to each of them for the valuable time, challenge and support they give us.
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Bringing faith and education together
“Letting our light shine” (Matthew 5:16)

Bringing faith and education
together

Our week in pictures...
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receives a regular education at school or
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possible chance of success in life.
i your child is of compuisory school age and
regisierad ot a school, but absent withoul geod
reason, the school may choose 1o unsuthorise
any of those days This could result in the
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absant, including:
= Afine (known as a penalty notice)*
= Attendance Prosecution through the
Courts which could lead to
of up to £1,000 or a parenting
order being issued.
= An Education ion Order (ESO)
through the F. Courts.

*Your child's school may apply for the counal 1o
ssue 3 penalty nolice 1o you if:

= Youw chid goes on hofiday without the
headt=acher's

Too il to attend school?

Chidren can aflend school with minor

siments (toothache, headache, stomach ache,

cold, sore throat).

H you are ursure how long your child should be

absent with an iliness speak with your chid's

school, GP or pharmacist for advics.

Medical Appointments

All roufine appoiriments should be booked

outside school mvwdwsudndnwy

requuuq'nd ‘medical evidence' (e.g. copy of
a prescription, medicine with a label

or appontment card). Iif you are unable fo do

50 the schodl might unauthorise the absance.

SVERY DAY GOUNTS

Persistent and Severe Absence
Any child with attendance of 90% or below

regardiess of the reason for absances) s
E:msicbmdlobeapers’denlmmbeby%we
gavernment. This equates to 2 days off school
each month. Do you know what your child's
attendance mage is? child with
atlendance of 50% or below is as a
severe absentee.

M your child is persistently or severely absent
the =chool a with fo
it out whal e caeing s and

or referrals to services such as Early Help.

Reporting Absences

It is your responsbilty to nolify school if your
child will be absent and should do this every day
until they retum. If you do not respond or school
lhdumhaﬂmdﬂabvlﬂ
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Punctuality
Aeriving late to schodi is urmeltiing for your
chid and can be disruptive 1o their teacher and




